Friday 20 February 2009

Congratulations to Matthew Varghese and
Georgia Neville as our new school captains (centre below). Our
vice-captains are Barney Whiteman and Cataia Stephen. |
would like to congratulate them and charge them with the
responsibility of school leadership. They have amazing qualities
and | know they will do a great job for Toowong State School in
2009. Congratulations to all the students who nominated for
these positions. The speeches from all the students were very
persuasive and of a high standard. | know that the votes were
very close and | wish them every success in the other leadership
roles. There will be a speech and badge ceremony on assembly
for all parentsto attend in the near future.
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Queendand state school s preparation for the
National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) has been in the news recently. | would encourage
parents to check out the website on www.naplan.edu.au. This
site provides lots of valuable information to parents about the
process and the contents of the tests.

These will be ready next week.

: Aspart of our Active
School Travel initiative Walking Wheeling Wednesday will
be launched next week. This initiative aims at increasing the
health of our students and decreasing the congestion around our
school. Children are encouraged to walk, ride, carpool or even
walk some of the way on Wednesday. There will be afree
breakfast barbecue, prizes and the start of our own golden boot
prize for the class with the most children actively travelling to
school that day. Thanksto Councillor Peter Matic for
sponsoring the barbecue. Come and be part of the fun.

The office has metal school badges for sale in the
shape of the school logo. (see below) The cost is $5.

Dental forms have been collected by the dental
van staff however if you still have yours at home and would like
your child to have this free dental service, please return it
immediately. The nurse has said she will call again on Monday
for any late forms.

1" On Friday 27 February we will be hosting our
first Parent Caf@d. This new event will occur monthly after
assembly to provide an avenue for parents to meet each other,
chat and learn about strategies to assist their children with their
learning. The first session will occur from 9:30am (directly after
assembly) where we will meet in the staff room and discuss
issues that parents would like to find out more about. Morning
teawill be provided. Come and join us - we look forward to
meeting you then.
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Wed 25Feb Walking, Wheeling Wednesday

Wed 25Feb Puberty Night 6.00 7.30pm
Thurs 26 Feb Active School Travel Meeting 8.00am
Fri 27 Feb Parent Caf@ 9.30am
Wed 4 Mar Reproduction Night ~ 6.00 7.30pm
Mon 8 Mar P&C AGM
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What an enthusiastic response to the request for Library
Monitors. It was wonderful to see so many children want to be
involved inthe library. Library monitors have an important role
to play in keeping Information HQ a wonderful place for the
whole school to enjoy. They give up one of their play times
each week to contribute to the school - what wonderful citizen
role models. Leigh Hobart
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During thisterm Prep to Year 3 will be focussing on a

perceptual motor program while also touching on some large

ball skills. Kanga Cricket will be the focal point for the upper
years. At lunch times equipment from the sports room will be
available for studentsto sign outbut al equipment must be
signed in again each day. Years 6 and 7 will be responsible for
ensuring that the sports room remains clean and tidy and that all
equipment is signed out and in again each day. Jo Bennie
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The 2009 P& C Annual General Meeting will be held at 7.00pm
on Monday 8 March in the school library. All parents are most
welcome to attend. The agenda will be as follows:

Welcome and Introduction

Apologies

Confirmation of minutes of last AGM

Business arising out of the minutes of the last AGM
Receipt of audited financia statement and Treasurer s report
Receipt and adoption of Presidents report

All memberships lapse

Applications for membership

. Election of officers

10. Confirmation of subcommittees

11. Appointment of auditor

12. General business

Membership application forms are available from the office and
at meetings. Hope to see you there. Julie Osborne
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Prep enjoyed meeting Roadstar on parade last week . We
learnt that when crossing the road we need to stop, ook, listen
and think. We followed up thislearning in our creative play
when we planned and made our own vehicles using boxes and
recycled materials. These vehicles became our propsto practise
road safety rules.

Thank you so much for coming along to our barbeque and
Parent Night last week. We would also like to thank the parents
who have volunteered to help in class it sgreat to see so many
of you. And congratulations to the Y ear 1 children on the
excellent quality of their homework!

0/1 k4

Welcometo all our new students who have joined our classin
the last few days! We will be kicking off our Toy unit very
soon. Thiswill be amost exciting way to learn about science. |
would like to ask for any junk mail that you could bring to
school, particularly for toys and food.
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Thisweek our You Can Do It focus has been persistencend
it has been wonderful to see so many people having-a-go even
when the task was hard or not particularly fun! We have started
editing our Catastrophe at Sea narrativesand are using a
checklist to help us remember all the things that are important in
afinished piece of work. The children have done an amazing
job of including adjectives before their nouns and this has made
the stories much more interesting for the audience. Five mystery
parcels arrived at school yesterday and the children came up
with amazing adjectives to describe their possible contents. We
have started our first iMaths investigations. One group have
been looking at how to make reasonabl e estimates of distance
based on their understanding of length and then accurately
checking their informed guess with aruler. We need to get good
at this because our next job isto measure how far we can make
our personally designed paper planes fly and then graph the
results. The other group are working with number and are
looking at arange of strategies to use when adding and
subtracting. They are exploring two digit numbers and place
value and will later be applying these skills to their first iMaths
investigation. In our integrated unit we have been looking at
where the different continents are positioned and how the
climate and natural resources there might determine the kind of
houses or shelters people build there. Enjoy the weekend!

It has been a busy fortnight. We have begun many of our
routines fitness, organising Maths and Reading gr oups,
spelling, homework, painting and the clean-up. On Wednesday
we went on our first excursion to GOMA to find out what Art is.
Everyone participated really well, viewing the exhibits and
completing the related activities. Thank you to the parents who
came as well. The more parents who help, the smaller the
groups can be and the children can benefit from the experience
more. | always appreciate this help.
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We got our new teacher this week, Ms Wingdley. She was our art
teacher last year and sheisreally nice. (No offence Ms Dixon!)
She will teach us on Thursdays and Fridays. It wasreally rainy
this week so everybody had wet shoes and feet. We have been
getting lots of homework (pity) and it has been really hard,
especially the maths (double pity) where we have to do some
addition in our heads! (triple pity) For example 10,942 + 9,489

or 98,488 10,462! by Brydie and Alex
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We have been working on our semester unit Flight . We now
know that kites were invented 3000 years ago by the Chinese.
We also think that the first people to fly a plane were the Wright
Brothers and they lasted only 12 secondsin the air. The next
year they lasted 50 seconds! Did you know that a sheep, rooster
and duck were thefirst living thingsto fly in a hot air balloon?
One of thefirst hot air balloons was made out of paper and
cloth. Once, ahot air balloon landed in afarmer s field and they
didn t know what it was so they ran out with pitchf orks. But the
people in the balloon gave them champagne so now every time
when people finish a hot-air balloon ride, that s why they have
champagne at the end! by Jiah and Chelsea
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We have had our school captain speeches. All the speeches
were very good which made it hard to vote but most people
were happy with the results. In English we have been designing
avideo game and we are going to pretend to advertise it. Some
of the games are called Buy own World, Learnto Drive and
Food Fight . For Art we have been painting close-up s of an
object using only one colour and the shades of that colour. We
welcome Xavier, Kevin, who comes from Korea, and Amy,
who comes from Seattle, to our class. by Matthew and Seamus
| </= 4

Speeches, speeches, speeches galore! This week we have been
focussing on speeches for School Captains, Music Captains,
Band Captain and House Captains. The sorts of things that
make good leaders are fairness, fun-loving, sportsmanship,
approachability and responsibility. We hope you will see all of
these characteristics in our new leaders. In class we have been
planning and designing our video games, e.g. Grand Theft

Pies and Charmed . We welcome lan and Ivanto our class.

by Judith and Noah
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/% /= " welcomes new members.
Cubs and Joeys meet Saturday afternoon and Scouts meet
Thursday night. For more information call group leader Rose
Read 0407 079940

A good laugh and along sleep are the best curesin the doctor s
book. Irish Proverb



